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DETAILED ACTION 
£lselfon^lMlrfc0off9 
Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 
Tlds aK>iication contains the following Inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not 80 ihked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

In aooonJanoe wHh 37 CFR 1 .499. applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single inv»)tion to which the daims must t>e restricted. 
Group 1 . Glaim(s) 1 -19. drawn to method of treating Ag-Ge alloy. 
Group2,claim(s)20.drawntoA9-Geaiioy. - 

Group 3. ciaim(8) 21-23, (bawn to mtfhod of manuiacturing Ag^Se alloy article. 
The inventions listed as Groups 1-3 do not reiato to a single general inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1 becauM, under PCT Rule 13.2. they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features tor lhatollowing reasans: Oaim 20 lacks a 
spedal technical feature because Ag-Ge alloys are well known. See 6B 2255348. 
WO02/095082. and Intomattonal Search report. 

AppNcant is advised that the reply to ttiis requirement to be complete must 
friciude (i) an eiectton of a species or Invention to be mamfaied even though the 
requirenrant may be traversed (37 CFR 1 .143) and (ii) identificatton of the daims 

encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an inventton or species may be made with or wBhout traverse. To 
preserve a right to petition, ttie ^ectkm must tie made with traverse. If the reply does 
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not distinctly and spedlicaDy poM out supposed errors in ihe res^^ 
the eledion ehaO be treated as an election vvithout traverse. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the canceHation of claims to a non-eleded 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in oomplianoe with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an irwentorofatlaa^onedaim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inyentorshilp must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 MQo) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Expedited Prosecution 

It is noted that claims 1-19 are improper "use" claims. MPEP 2173.05(q). To 
expedite prosecution, it is respectfuOy requested that those claims be amended to 
comply w&h US practtoe. 

Qmeluslon 

Any inquiry conoeming this oommtmication or ewtier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DOUGLAS MC GINTY whose telephone number is 
<571 )Z72-1029. The examiner can nonnaliy be reached on M-F, 830-500. 

tf att^npls to reach the examiner l>y telephone are ureuocessful. ttie exambier's 
supervteor, James Seidleck can be reached ori (571 ) 272-1078. The fax phone nurnber 
tbr the organization where this application or proceedir^ s assigned 571-273-8300. 
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I n fomwt i on regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonmatkm Retrfeval (PAIR) system. Status Infiormatioin for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infbrmation for unpublished applicattons is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Mbrmation about the PAIR system, see http://|pair-direct.uspto^. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Etectronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toil-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Senrice Representative or access to the automated infonnation 
system. caB 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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